
1. Global Warming
•	 EPA endangerment finding

The Environmental Protection Agency made final its determination that global warming pollution constitutes a public danger and is virtually 
certain to act boldly under its authority under the Clean Air Act. The news came just as international climate talks began in Copenhagen.

•	 U.S. House passes American Clean Energy and Security Act

The legislation will establish a new U.S. energy policy that reduces dependence on foreign oil and builds a new, domestic clean technology 
manufacturing base to supply wind, solar, and other renewable energy. The bill also takes significant steps toward solving the global 
warming crisis by limiting carbon pollution.

2. Wildlife / Natural Resources
•	 Interior Appropriations

The House and Senate cleared a $32.2 billion Interior and Environment appropriations bill for the 2010 fiscal year. The $4.7 billion 
increase over 2009 funding levels will improve conservation efforts across the board and give agencies the resources they need to take 
on new climate change initiatives. President Obama signed the bill into law on October 30.
•	 Endangered Species Act Delisting

Brown pelican is removed from the endangered species list.
This Endangered Species Act victory caps a century-long recovery that started under 
President Theodore Roosevelt.
Obama Administration rolls back Bush-era ESA regulations 
The Obama administration fulfilled a campaign promise by rescinding last-minute 
Bush administration regulations that weakened the Endangered Species Act.

To read about more successes go to www.nwf.org,enter “Best of 2009 Conservation Successes” into search engine.
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Renewing Our National Park Promise
“There is nothing so American as our National Parks.  
The fundamental idea behind the parks is that the country 
belongs to the people for the enrichment of the lives of 
all of us,” Franklin D. Roosevelt. To watch the 3-minute 
video highlighting the best parks, go to www.npca.org, on 
left side of home page, click on “Renewing Our National 
Park Promise.”

Rescue of the Copenhagen Accord
“I am encouraged by several things from the Accord 
agreed to in Copenhagen: The China breakthrough, 
new initiatives to protect tropical forest and provide 
humanitarian aid, and a way forward to a better, 
more complete deal in 2010.” To read complete 
article from NWF, go to www.earthfriends.com, 
on left side of home page click on “links,” then 

click on “Copenhagen Accord.”

What is Ocean Acidification?
It occurs when seawater absorbs CO2, lowers the 
pH of the ocean, affecting marine animals and 
coral reefs. One-third of our global population 
is likely to be affected. To learn more, go to 
www.oceana.org, click on “news & media,” then 
click on “Major CO2-emitting Nations Vulnerable 
to Ocean Acidification,” click “Press Release.”
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Clean Energy, Common Sense 

“I never thought I would write a book. But as the debate about 
clean energy and climate legislation heated up during the past few 
months, I wanted to reach out to the broader public and talk about 
why I believe this debate is so important.

 There are many people who have heard about climate change from 
both sides but are still not sure what to believe.  A number of them 
are confused and uncertain, but ask me solid, probing questions.  
They might be skeptical of my answers at first, but they are willing 
to listen.

These are the people I want to connect with at this crucial moment.  
Our nation is finally confronting the climate crisis, and we need 
our lawmakers to commit to real action.

To persuade Congress that now is the time to act, we need support 
across America’s political landscape.  We need independent voices 
to call for clean energy, for green jobs, and for strengthening our 
national security by moving away from our dependence on foreign 
energy sources and by addressing climate change, whose effects 
would cause political disruptions around the world.

‘Clean Energy, Common Sense: An American Call to Action on 
Global Climate Change,’ was inspired from the great essayist 

Thomas Paine, who in 1776 persuasively argued for the American 
colonies’ break from British rule with his famously concise 47-
page pamphlet, “Common Sense.”  Like Paine’s historic work, this 
book is small enough to fit into your pocket and short enough to 
read in two hours.  It is accessible and timely, and we want to get 
it into people’s hands when it matters most: now, while Congress 
debates the single most important vote of our generation.”
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By Frances Beinecke, 
President, Natural Resources Defense Council

Rick’s Write
“Protecting Utah Canyon Art”

I opened The Jackson Hole Daily recently to see that “an agreement had been signed aimed at safeguarding thousands of 
prehistoric American Indian drawings and carvings from construction dust in a famed Utah canyon near where a Colorado 
company wants to increase energy development.

The pact signed at the Utah Capitol is the first major attempt to address dust concerns in Nine Mile Canyon, whose miles of 
decorated walls are referred to as the world’s longest art gallery.

The canyon has been the focus of intense debate for several years after a Denver-based corporation proposed developing 800 
natural gas wells on West Tavaputs Plateau, which sits above Nine Mile Canyon.

The primary concern has been over dust from the unpaved road being kicked up by an increasing number of trucks ferrying 
equipment and workers. Some worry the dust could hurt the ancient art panels depicting the ancient petroglyphs and pictographs.

The agreement is meant to lay out protections for the rock art if Bill Barrett’s proposal is approved. It was signed by BLM 
officials, Utah Gov. Gary Herbert, Bill Barrett Corp., as well as environmental and archaeological groups and advocates for 
the 78-mile-long canyon. The Bureau of Land Management has not made a final decision on the proposal.”

So says the Wed. Jan. 6, 2010 Jackson Hole Daily. I was privileged to see this remarkable Native American legacy at 
“Nine-Mile Canyon” in Utah several years ago and was present when the dust was “kicked up” by construction trucks. 
I was concerned at the time of the fragility of this irreplaceable ancient treasure in the face of the disruption.

It made me think of something that Aldo Leopold once said, “We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging 
to us. When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.” 

To learn more about cleaner, more sustainable energy policies go to www.tws.org, click on “action & issues,” enter “clean 
energy campaign” in lower right-hand search engine, click on “clean energy, 11/20/2009.”
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Lee’s Letter
Lee’s Free CD
I am proud to announce the release of my fourth CD of original folk, jazz and blues music! This CD has “gone to the next level” 
artistically, and is available only by making a donation to Earth Friends Wildlife Foundation of $15 or more and requesting 
“LEE’S FREE CD.”  Send your donation and request to EFWF, P.O. Box 11217, Jackson, WY, 83002.  You may also donate 
by credit card by going to our website at www.earthfriends.com, click on “become a member,” click on “donate,” enter 
amount of donation, beside “purpose,” write ‘LEE’S FREE CD,’ click “update total.” On left-hand column it will ask, 
“Don’t have a PayPal account?” If you don’t, click “continue,” and it will request your credit card information. If you have 
any problems with this you may email me at lee@earthfriends.com.
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